



From The Chief Editor's Desk...
 Boy, am I glad that’s over! 
 I’m referring to the holidays. I’m definitely NOT a proverbial Scrooge, but certain things just start to wear a bit “thin” during the holidays. 
 As the holidays approach, I’m all gung-ho about them. We decorate the house (inside and out). We put up a Christmas tree. We wrap presents to put under that tree. We make fudge, Christmas cookies, and all of those other high-calorie holiday treats. I especially love seeing the joy visibly increase in my kids as Christmas draws nearer and nearer. 
 



 And, we watch holiday-themed movies. 
 There are more “holiday-themed” movies than you can shake a stick at. But, for whatever reason, most of the broadcasters in the U.S. focus on replaying and reshowing just a small handful of those movies during the holiday season. There is even a Hallmark Channel that is devoted to showing ONLY holiday movies … all year round. 
 This year, I may have discovered my limits on how many times I can watch (and re-watch, and re-re-watch) certain holiday “classics,” such as Home Alone, Home Alone 2, National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, Elf, Christmas With The Kranks, etc. On any given day during the month of December, you can count on being able to watch any of the aforementioned movies, again and again and again. 
 Meanwhile, other holiday classics, such as White Christmas, Miracle on 34th Street (the original with Edwin Gwynn), It’s A Wonderful Life, Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer, Frosty The Snowman, and A Charlie Brown Christmas are aired, but a LOT less frequently. And don’t even try finding Holiday Inn being aired, because it’s considered offensive due to the black-face scene. No one airs it. Period. It has been “canceled” by the PC crowd. 
 Never fear, though. I *did* watch Holiday Inn this year. Granted, it was via my HTPC that’s hooked to my main TV in the living room, but I did watch it. I also watched It’s A Wonderful Life twice (once in the original black and white as it was aired, and the other time the “colorized” version from my HTPC). I watched Miracle on 34th Street on the one day of the month that another cable broadcaster aired the movie back-to-back-to-back. We also watched White Christmas a couple of times. Once was when we happened to catch it during one of its rare airings, and the other time from my HTPC. 
 Another holiday classic, the 1951 version of A Christmas Carol starring Alastair Sim, was notably absent from any channel lineup I was able to see. Never fear, I also watched that one from my HTPC, too. 
 Why, oh why, do these broadcasters think we want/need to watch the same holiday movies over and over and over and over and over and over again? One broadcaster so badly edits the original movie that we often opt to re-watch it from the HTPC, where the original movie exists without all of the unnecessary edits (and without the annoying commercials!). This same network has no problem airing unedited dialogue from other shows it airs, so it’s pretty unclear why they feel the need to edit the dialogue of this holiday classic. 
 But, finally, the deluge of “holiday classics” (albeit a SERIOUSLY limited number of them) is ending as another holiday season comes to a close. It’ll definitely be a welcome relief from the constant playing of the same movies played on repeat, re-repeat, re-re-repeat, ad nauseam. 
 I guess if you are in charge of programming for a broadcast network, there’s no limit to how many nauseating times you can play a movie. They seem to have a real knack for taking a movie that most people love, and turning it into something you hate, avoid, and just abhor. 


 ********************
 This month’s cover image celebrates the New Year. It was created by Temel, an artist whose work is hosted on Pixabay. 


 ********************
 Until next month, I bid you peace, happiness, serenity, prosperity, and continued good health! 
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SUDOKU RULES: There is only one valid solution to each
Sudoku puzzle. The only way the puzzle can be considered
solved correctly is when all 81 boxes contain numbers and the
other Sudoku rules have been followed.

When you start a game of Sudoku, some blocks will be prefled
for you. You cannot change these numbers in the course of the
game.

Each column must contain al of the numbers 1 through 9 and
10 two numbers in the same column of a Sudoku puzzle can be
the same. Each row must contain all of the numbers 1 through 9
and no two numbers in the same fow of a Sudoku puzzle can
be the same.

Each biock must contain all of the numbers 1 through 9 and no
two numbers in the same block of a Sudoku puzzle can be the
same.
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1. The dark brown powder used to make chocolate food
items.

. Amachine used to resurface ice for skating,

. Weather characterized by strong winds.

. Any wooden material that is gathered and used for fuel.

. Arapid southward push of cold air from the poles,

extending beyond its usual reach.

6. A long narrow sled used for the sport of coasting
downhill over snow o ice.

7. Ascarf worn around the neck.

8. The process of keeping heat or sound from spreading.

9. Amass of snow, ice, and rocks falling rapidly down a
mountainside.

10. Small swirling mass of something, especially snow or
leaves, moved by sudden gusts of wind.

11.A mass of snow, ice, and rocks falling rapidly down a
‘mountainside.

12. Alarge area of low pressure and cold air surrounding
both of the Earths poles.

13. A wind that originates in the north and blows in a
southward direction, generally signifying
colder weather.

14. An instrument for measuring and indicating
temperature.
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SCRAPPLER RULES:

1. Follow the rules of Scrabble®. You can
view them here. You have seven (7) letter,
tiles with which to make as long of a word,
as you possibly can. Words are based on
the English language. Non-English,
language words are NOT allowed.

2. Red letters are scored double points.
Green letters are scored triple points.

3. Add up the score of all the letters that
you used. Unused letters are not scored.
For red or green letters, apply the
multiplier when' tallying up your score.
Next, apply any additonal scoring
multipliers, such as double or triple word
score.
4. An additional 50 points is added for,
using all seven (7) of your tiles in a set to
make your word. You will not necessarily
be able to use all seven (7) of the letters in
your set to form a “legal” word.
5. In case you are having difficulty seeing
the point value on the letter tiles, here is a
list of how they are scored:

0 points: 2 blank tiles

1point: E,A,1,0,N,R, T, L, S, U

2 points: D, G

3 points: B, C, M, P

4 points: F, H, V, W, Y

5 points: K

8 points: J, X

10 points: Q, Z
6. Optionally, a time limit of 60 minutes
should apply to the game, averaging to 12
minutes per letter tile set.
7. Have fun! It's only a game!
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