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From The Chief Editor's Desk
Sweet Sixteen.
Yep. That's how old PCLinuxOS will be on October 24, 2019. Over those 16 years, we've seen many changes, and yet there's a lot that remains the same and a constant. People, as always, have come and gone. KDE has always been the "main" desktop offering. Over the years, PCLinuxOS has also been available with FluxBox, Openbox, Xfce, Gnome 2, Mate, LXDE, LXQt, Cinnamon, Trinity, JWM, Enlightenment, and other assorted desktop "flavors."

The most consistent constant, though, has been Texstar at the helm, guiding this awesome Linux distro through sometimes turbulent Linux waters. Tex has managed to keep PCLinuxOS free from the systemd curse that has plagued most other Linux distros, and has vowed to continue to do so for as long as he can. Today, PCLinuxOS is one of the very few systemd-free Linux distros in existence.
Those of us who have been around for a while (I've been here for about 12 years) have heard the story about the origins of PCLinuxOS before. I doubt any of us ever get tired of hearing the story again. Meanwhile, there are always new people who have never heard the story of how PCLinuxOS came about. What follows is Texstar's description of the events.
In the summer of 2003, I became interested in Live CD technology after looking at Knoppix and a fresh distribution from a fellow named Warren, called Mepis. I was interested in helping Warren with Mepis at the time, but I had no clue how to build DEB files. Coming from 5 years of packaging RPMS and not really wanting to learn a new packaging system, I happened to come across a South African fellow by the name of Jaco Greef. He was developing a script called mklivecd and porting it to Mandrake Linux. I, along with Buchanan Milne (Mandrake contributor) and a few others, began working with Jaco to help debug the scripts. I got an idea to make a livecd based on Mandrake Linux 9.2, along with all my customization's, just for fun. I had previously provided an unofficial 3rd party repository for the users of Mandrake for many years, but had since parted ways. Since Mandrake was a trademarked name, myself and others decided to name the Live CD after our news site and forum, pclinuxonline, thus PCLinuxOS.
Preview .3 was my first attempt to make a livecd. I distributed it initially to about 20 people to get their reaction and feedback. Everyone who tested it loved the livecd but there was one thing missing. There wasn't a way to install the thing to the hard drive! srlinuxx from tuxmachines.org came up with a novel way to copy the livecd to the hard drive and posted it on our forums. Jaco utilized this information and inspiration from the Mepis installer and wrote a pyqt script to make the Live CD installable, thus the birth of a new distribution.
On October 24, 2003, PCLinuxOS Preview .4 was released as a fork of Linux Mandrake (Mandriva) 9.2 utilizing mklivecd scripts from Jaco Greef, a multimedia kernel from Thomas Buckland (2.4.22-tmb) and a customized KDE (3.1.4-tex). Preview .5 through .93 were built upon on previous PCLinuxOS releases. After three years of updating one release from the other using the same gcc and glibc core library, we found too many programs would no longer compile or work properly against this aging code base.
In November 2006, we utilized a one time source code snapshot from our friends at Mandriva to pull in an updated glibc/gcc core and associated libraries. We spent the following 6 months rebuilding, debugging, customizing, patching and updating our new code base. We pulled in stuff from our old code base, utilized patches/code from Fedora, Gentoo and Debian just to name a few. This is why you will never see me distro bashing, as it would be hypocritical to do such a thing. We are still dependent in many areas on other distros development processes due to our limited but hard working volunteer development team.
On May 20th, 2007, we felt we had reached a pretty stable base and released PCLinuxOS 2007. It utilized our own kernel from Oclient1, KDE built by MDE developer Ze, updated mklivecd scripts from IKerekes & Ejtr, a heavily patched Control Center, graphics from the PCLinuxOS beautification team, and many application updates from Thac and Neverstopdreaming. Development continues as work is being done for a Minime release and an international DVD. A future release of PCLinuxOS will feature an updated kernel, KDE 4, fresh Xorg server and all the latest applications. All in all it has been a great ride and we have made many friends along the way. Some have gone on to other distributions and many are still here from our first release. As I've always said, we're just enjoying Linux technology and sharing it with friends who might like it too. We hope you have enjoyed the ride as well.
Today, PCLinuxOS only supports 64 bit processors, having dropped support for 32 bit processors a couple of years back. Most other Linux distros have also dropped support for 32 bit processors in recent years, so PCLinuxOS isn't bucking the trend. There are exceptionally few Linux distros that support 32 bit processors today, in fact.
It's easy to understand, too. I can't imagine maintaining two versions (32 bit and 64 bit) of each package, and ensuring that both work as they are supposed to before being released into the stable repositories. Since most computers sold in the past eight to ten years sport 64 bit processors, most of the computers running PCLinuxOS today will have 64 bit processors. It only makes sense, given the limited resources of PCLinuxOS's relatively small, volunteer development team, to focus on support for the processor that most people are going to be using.
PCLinuxOS doesn't have any millionaire/billionaire donors, and isn't supported by any large corporation(s). It's just a bunch of people interested in Linux and interested in putting out the best rolling release Linux distro that they can. Without a doubt, they have succeeded famously. And all while relying on the generosity and small donations from its user base to keep the bills paid and to keep things going.
PCLinuxOS's motto (for as long as I can remember) has been "radically simple." Even today, that motto shines bright. Everything. Just. Works. And it works exceptionally well. In fact, it works so well that sometimes it's boring. But I'll take being bored over the constant onslaught of viruses, malware, spyware, crapware, and any other kind of "ware" with a negative connotation, any day!
So, Happy Birthday, PCLinuxOS! May there be many, many more birthdays in the years to come!
Until next month, I bid you peace, happiness, serenity and prosperity.

Short Topix: Julian Assange To Remain Jailed Pending Extradition To U.S.
by Paul Arnote (parnote)
Over 400 Million Facebook Users' Phone Numbers Exposed
According to a TechCrunch article, over 419 million phone numbers linked to Facebook accounts were found on an unsecured, exposed server. This included 133 million U.S. Facebook users, 18 million U.K. Facebook users, and another 50 million Facebook users from Vietnam. The server wasn't even password protected, allowing basically anyone unfettered access to the data.
The exposed records linked a user's unique Facebook ID number to their phone number. In some of the records, the data included the the user's name, gender and country of residence. Ironically, user phone numbers have not been publicly available for the past year since Facebook restricted access to them. And yet here they sit, unprotected on an exposed server. The database has since been taken offline.
Facebook has maintained that the data exposed was "old data," scraped at a time from before Facebook restricted access to user phone numbers and may have been placed on the server by others looking to store it for later retrieval. Still, many persons' phone information does not change all that often.
Sanyam Jain, a security researcher and member of the GDI Foundation, discovered the database. He contacted TechCrunch after he was unable to find its owner. In his examination of the database, he was even able to find profiles -- with their associated phone numbers -- of several celebrities.
Just in case you ever needed yet another reason to NOT have a Facebook account ... here it is.
Library of Congress: Nearly 12,000 Public Domain Photos of Roadside Americana

The U.S. Library of Congress has released nearly 12,000 images from John Margolies into the public domain. The library purchased the rights of the photos from the architectural critic and photographer, who spent forty years documenting his travels along U.S. highways. The photographs include billboards, drive-in theaters, banks, city halls, movie theaters, diners, novelty buildings, miniature golf courses and other roadside attractions.
Most (if not all) of the images are released as either JPG or TIFF file copies of image transparencies. The original transparencies have subsequently been placed into controlled-climate storage to help insure preservation. Each image is offered in a high and low resolution JPG, and a high and low resolution TIFF file.
Many unique buildings, structures and attractions still exist along the roads and highways of America. These buildings, like the one pictured above of the old Teepee Junction gas station in Lawrence, Kansas at the junction of U.S. Highway 40 and U.S. Highway 59, have a lot of character.
What's even better is that the images were released into the public domain, so you can use the images as you see fit, even for commercial applications.
Julian Assange To Remain Jailed Pending Extradition To U.S.

Julian Assange's 50 week jail sentence for jumping bail by hiding out in the Ecuadorian Embassy for seven years was scheduled to end September 22, 2019. However, U.K. Home Secretary Sajid Javid signed an order this past June allowing Assange's extradition to the U.S. over hacking allegations.
The 48 year old Australian appeared before the court via a video link, wearing a loose fitting t-shirt. During the proceedings, district judge Vanessa Baraitser told Assange:
"You have been produced today because your sentence of imprisonment is about to come to an end. When that happens your remand status changes from a serving prisoner to a person facing extradition.
"Therefore I have given your lawyer an opportunity to make an application for bail on your behalf and she has declined to do so, perhaps not surprisingly in light of your history of absconding in these proceedings.
"In my view I have substantial ground for believing if I release you, you will abscond again."
When Assange was asked if he understood what was happening, he replied "Not really. I'm sure the lawyers will explain it."
An administrative hearing on the case is expected on October 11, and a case management hearing on October 21. The final extradition case isn't expected to happen until February, 2020.
Windows 11 Running Linux Kernel?

Say what? Microsoft Windows 11 running a Linux kernel? What'chu smokin'? Steven J. Vaughan-Nichols wrote such a speculative article for ComputerWorld.
And actually, it makes perfect sense. Look at the unmitigated disaster that the Windows 10 updates have been. Week after week after week, we hear about how the Windows 10 updates have wrecked users computers or have otherwise gone seriously awry. Most (if not all) Linux users are Windows refugees, usually fleeing from the lack of desktop choice under Windows, the never-ending assault of virii and virus scanners, the endless battle with malware, etc., etc., etc. The list is nearly as long as the number of Linux users.
Replacing the NT kernel, which is basically rotten, with the Linux kernel is certainly doable. Vaughan-Nichols makes the argument that using the Linux kernel that is passionately and enthusiastically upkept by an army of programmers from around the world makes perfect sense. He goes on to argue that many Windows users won't even have to be aware that Windows is running on a Linux kernel, as Windows can still be made to look like Windows. But the insides, the very core, will get an upgrade in stability and security.
Sure, it sounds crazy. But who could have predicted that Microsoft would go from wanting to bury Linux and calling it a cancer under Steve Ballmer, to expressing love for Linux under Satya Nadella? Who could have predicted that Microsoft would open its extensive patent library to Linux and the FOSS community -- for free?
Vaughan-Nichols goes on to point out that Microsoft could release its own version of Linux today, if it chose to. There's nothing to stop them. But Microsoft developers have been busy laying the groundwork with the Windows Subsystem for Linux (WSL), mapping Linux API calls to Windows, and vice versa.
It would be perfectly understandable that Linux users might want to approach this topic cautiously. After all, it wasn't all that long ago that Ballmer and friends were looking to torch, hang, stab, shoot, and otherwise kill and bury Linux. According to Ballmer, Linux and FOSS were a "cancer." Many Linux users view Microsoft in that context. They are wary to invite the wolf into the lamb's enclosure.
Microsoft Wants You To Learn Python ... For FREE!

The PCLinuxOS Magazine has been running an article series by critter (Pete Kelly) for much of the past year to teach you the basics of Python programming. Now, Microsoft is also wanting to teach you Python programming. They have launched a 44 part series on YouTube, called Python for Beginners. Each "episode" lasts for three or four minutes, hosted by two self-described Microsoft geeks who love programming and teaching.
While the course focuses on Python 3.x, users of Python 2.x should also find value. Microsoft has also published additional resources for the course on GitHub, including slides and code samples. The Microsoft course focuses on AI machine learning.
Some of the latest polls have placed Python programmers among those most in demand in the IT world. Recently, the Python programming language was rated the most popular, followed by C++, Java, then C.
So, if you're looking for something to supplement critter's excellent and informative tutorial articles, this video series may just be what you are looking for.

Analysis: The Fall Of Stallman
by Alessandro Ebersol (Agent Smith)

Figure 1: Super Stallman being taken away by the PC thought police
Richard Matthew Stallman, the founder of the GNU movement, resigned from his position as president, and left the board of the Free Software Foundation, on September 16, 2019, after external pressure over comments he would have made about pedophilia and Jerry Epstein.
But what actually happened?
Richard Stallman sent emails to an MIT CSAIL mailing list earlier this month. In the emails, Stallman tried to defend the reputation of late MIT teacher Marvin Minsky, with whom Epstein's victim Virginia Giuffre said she was forced to have sex during a trip to the Virgin Islands at the age of 17. Well, Stallman argued, on that MIT mailing list that using the term rape would be very serious (defending the memory of his former teacher, and, I believe, friend).
Now Stallman is a man almost completely detached from our reality. Anyone who knows him says he's almost an Asperger, so his opinions should not be taken so seriously given his background.
But the media responded swiftly and ruthlessly.
How did the sites report Stallman's appeal on the CSAIL list?
The VICE website put it this way: "Famous computer scientist Richard Stallman described Epstein's victims as "totally willing"".
And, such headlines and articles were reproduced ad-infinitum on the internet, amplifying a very poorly told story.
Well ... what exactly does this really have to do with what he wrote?
In defending his former teacher, and getting into this discussion of a notorious pedophile, Stallman has already made a mistake. He should not have gotten involved in this, but, as the media described him, it was a colossal attack on Stallman's person, a 100x worse mistake.
To say that Stallman defended Epstein for comments he made about his former teacher are from an oceanic distance. And, he commented, angrily on his blog, about the injustices he suffered online.
Unfortunately, his defenses were forgotten, and all the media preferred the scandal to the truth.
And an online campaign at has put pressure on him to leave, and has succeeded. He did not resist the pressure and resigned from both the MIT and the FSF.
So he was a pedophile and defended Epstein?
Negative. It never happened. In fact, who really had ties with that citizen Epstein was Bill Gates, who, according to emails obtained exclusively from The New Yorker, Epstein would have instructed Bill Gates to donate $2 million to a MIT research lab in October 2014. The directors of MIT Media Lab delivered the emails, and they clearly link Gates to Epstein.
However, this connection goes beyond donation, as both Gates and Epstein had a common interest in eugenics, a perverted form of science that seeks to genetically improve the human population by getting rid of undesirable ones (who was also interested in that? Hmmm, ahhh, that Austrian guy!)
We can even speculate that the attack on Stallman's person was a way to get the public's attention diverted away from Gates, who really had a connection with Epstein.
Now, let's move a little away from the passion that this theme arouses. Let's look at the Stallman person. And, let's think for a moment.
Stallman has always been awkward, and his comments have not helped him, on the contrary.
Here justice must be done: Stallman was never aware of the danger he was putting himself into, engaging with sexual issues (sex with minors, sexual violence and so on). Several times he made comments on his personal blog that did not go well. In 2003, in 2006, in 2013, etc.
But what he did was, without any tact, expressing his ideas and opinions, without taking into account that the era of freedom of expression was already over. Yes, nowadays, with the PC thought police, who are always on the lookout for any subject to fire their cannons on, that free speech is gone. If an opinion expressed goes against the prevailing zeitgeist, the subject is in hot waters. And, add to that a corporate yellow media, plus fake news, and you get a sad scenario.
The media has never been sympathetic to Stallman
No, never. Either he didn't take a shower, or he bit his nails, but the fact that they treated him with disrespect, indifference or as a joke always occurred. I doubt if this was motivated (albeit in a hidden way) by Stallman's biggest enemy and what he stands for (the four freedoms), Microsoft.
The cancer has never ceased to be cancer...
Steve Ballmer once called GNU/Linux cancer, and GPL a disease that would make everything open source.
In fact, Ballmer was wrong to call free software open source, but back then they were little different. Not today. Today, the so-called "open source" is moving further and further from free software.
But let's get back to Microsoft, GPL, and Stallman.
At a time like today, where Microsoft increasingly declares its love for Linux, we are always faced with open source apologists from Microsoft, and how it is committed to its advancement(open source) and improvement.
But what about free software? What about the four freedoms? Nothing. The company says nothing about it, and apparently to hear it doesn't exist. That is, Microsoft may love Linux, but it does not love the freedom of the GNU movement (which is intrinsically linked to the Linux kernel and the way it is developed). As a colleague posted on social network: "Microsoft may love Linux, but it doesn't love its users," a hard and strong truth.
And in a media maneuver, Stallman was invited to speak at Microsoft, yet another advertisement for how the company "loves Linux" today. And interestingly, days after his visit to the company, all this scandal explodes ...
At a time like this, with so much "love" in the air, let us not forget that Ballmer himself said: "I would love to see all the innovation of open source happen on Windows".
What prevented that from happening? The four freedoms? Or his greatest advocate? Who knows.
The thing is, the biggest vocal advocate of the GNU copyleft licenses and the four freedoms was Stallman. Having resigned, who will play his part? And his vacant space paves the way for further corporate exploitation of all the work he has done and was committed to.
Corporations are merciless, evil and heartless. But it's the free software folks who are almost always in the headlines...
Yes, this is a recurring theme: Any advocates, or developers of free software, or free culture, are always in the sights, whether of the corporate media or "Defenders" of social justice movements.
Otherwise, let's see:
So how many bad people in free software, huh?
But it's just not true. Steve Jobs was a nasty human being, and Microsoft is one of the most sexiest companies there is. But no, the bad guys are these free software guys and activists.
Jobs and Microsoft, exemplary citizens
Steve Jobs was a scoundrel. He wanted nothing to do with his daughter for a long time.
Jobs denied his daughter Lisa's paternity for years. She and her mother ended up living on government welfare.
Daughter Lisa Brennan wrote a memoir about her relationship with her famous father, Small Fry, where she describes Jobs as a sadistic man and a horrible father: sexually inappropriate, verbal and psychologically abusive, ruthless and cheap - with his time, money, emotions, attention.
But the media treated him like the Jesus of technology. Did anyone talk bad about him in the newspapers? On the Internet? In blogs?
While he was alive, no, but the media, so merciful about this "wonderful human" being, never spared free software activists. They always condemned them and lynched publicly. And Microsoft is no different. In 2015, it was the subject of a labor lawsuit over sexual discrimination.
"Katherine Moussouris filed a complaint against the Seattle-based company, claiming that her supervisors disliked her "manner of style" and gave the promotions she was up to to her less qualified male colleagues, Reuters reported. She also received lower bonuses as retaliation for making complaints of sexual harassment. According to the complaint, Microsoft employees in Redmond, Washington often received lower performance ratings and were based on subjective observations."
And that didn't change with Satya Nadella, quite the opposite: In October 2015, he told, in a room full of technical women at the Grace Hopper Conference, that they should not ask for a raise, but instead have "faith that the system will provide the right raise." ARGHHHHH! Yeah, with Microsoft, only with a lot of faith, really.
He apologized later, but apologies don't change anything. Of course, having several technical news sites in its pockets helps to silence criticism of Microsoft.
And Stallman and his accuser?
Was Stallman a pedophile? No.
Encouraged pedophilia? He didn't.
Defended Epstein? No, and on his blog, made harsh criticism of the late sex offender.
But he paid dearly for no crime. He did nothing but try to defend a former teacher. But that can be a disaster these days because of digital lynch mobs.
And his accuser? Facing a strong public backlash, she took down her personal website (her website calling for Stallman's resignation is still online), but can still be found here.
Did she act in good faith? Maybe, maybe not.
The only thing I know is that she's a millennial, and they think they can destroy everything and build something new in its place, even better than there was. But I highly doubt that they can build anything better than it was (and still is), the GNU movement. RMS is not out of the game, and we look forward to his return to the field. Voices are rising in his defence, and, we can only hope this injustice to be undone quickly.
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ms_meme's Nook: Hey, Hey, Texstar!
PCLinuxOS Recipe Corner: Slow Cooker Salsa Chili
Slow-Cooker Salsa Chili
Ingredients:
1 lb lean (at least 80%) ground beef
1 medium onion, chopped (1/2 cup)
2 cups Thick 'n Chunky salsa
1 can (15 oz) tomato sauce
1 can (4.5 oz) chopped green chiles
2 teaspoons chili powder
1 can (15 to 16 oz) pinto beans, drained, rinsed
Shredded Cheddar cheese, if desired
Sliced green onions, if desired
Directions:
1. In 10-inch skillet, cook beef and onion over medium heat 8 to 10 minutes, stirring occasionally, until beef is thoroughly cooked; drain.
2. In 3 to 4 quart slow cooker, mix beef mixture and remaining ingredients except beans.
3. Cover; cook on Low heat setting 8 to 10 hours.
4. Stir in beans. Cover; cook on Low heat setting about 5 minutes longer or until beans are hot. Top with cheese and onions.
Expert Tips:
Vary the taste by using black beans instead of pinto beans. If you like a milder chili, use mild salsa and a little less chili powder.
If you like, cook up a double batch of this hearty chili, then refrigerate or freeze half for another night. If you do make a double batch, use a 5 to 6 quart slow cooker.

Inkscape Tutorial: Five Inkscape Essentials
by Meemaw
I found this tutorial while I was looking for some technical information about Inkscape, and I thought maybe there were more than just me who didn't know some of these methods. As I've said before, I don't know everything about Inkscape, so I'm constantly searching for articles or tutorials to expand my knowledge (I believe I actually only know enough to be dangerous!)
Erasing in Inkscape
Every time I chose the eraser tool in Inkscape, I was disappointed because it didn't work like I thought it should. Just goes to show what I just said about not knowing everything. Technically, you can't "erase" with vector design. Everything is based on points and lines, so you'll actually have to add/change the points in order to give the illusion of erasing. Let's see how we do this using a circle:

Choose the Eraser tool, change the mode to Cut out from objects, and set the brush Width: 25. Erase across your circle.

Yikes! That's not what I wanted at all! Using the eraser added about 100 nodes to our simple circle. It also looks really rough.

The best way to erase in Inkscape is to use boolean path operations. Instead of the eraser, we'll be using the Pen tool to draw a line similar to the previous eraser scrub. The good thing about this is that you can adjust your nodes before you erase.

We wanted a larger area erased, so we'll adjust the stroke width. While you have the line chosen, click on Path > Stroke to Path. Then, go to your Properties window and adjust the stroke size to however wide you want. I made mine 12 but you can make it any size.

With both the circle and the line selected, go to Path > Difference complete your erasing. This looks much smoother than the first try.

Here you can see the difference in the two methods. The one on the left was done with the eraser tool and the one on the right was done with the pen tool and Path > Difference.

Curving Text
Sometimes in your graphics creation, you want something that's not just straight text, but you want it to have some shape to it. You can draw a line to illustrate the curve you want your text to have, but what to do next? Fortunately, I found out, this is fairly easy in Inkscape.
Create your text, configuring it however you want, then draw a line with the bezier tool, and edit the line so it has the curve you need.

Select the text and the curve, then click on Text > Put on Path.

You can change the color of your line (or make it transparent) so it's not visible in your project. To move your text easily to where you want it, you should group the text and line as well.

Cropping an object
Sometimes you want to use a certain object but it needs to be cropped. In other programs, you just draw the rectangle and choose "Crop", but Inkscape doesn't work that way, so we'll have to do it differently.
Import the object you want to use, and size it down to the size you want. I have an image of a penguin I want to use for a Christmas project, but I only want the head, so I will import the image, then draw a rectangle (or even a circle) over the area I want to use. I made the rectangle a little transparent so I could see what I was cropping.

Select the image and the rectangle (making sure the rectangle is on top) and click on Object > Clip > Set. Everything within the rectangle will be visible, and everything else will be invisible. What makes this nice is that you don't have to stop, open another program, and crop your image there - you can stay in Inkscape.

Merging Layers
The first thing you need to know is that merging layers in Inkscape doesn't work like it does anywhere else - so let's look.
I have drawn some rectangles and circles in two layers. The rectangles are in layer 1 and the circles are in layer 2, above layer 1. Open the Layers toolbox to get started.

Make sure both of the layers you want to merge are unlocked. Select them all and use <CTRL>+X to cut them.

Now we have a couple of choices: we can paste <CTRL>+V our objects to an existing layer, or create a new one. I chose to paste them all on layer 1. I will then delete layer 2 since it has nothing on it.
Tracing A Photo
This one might not be used so much, but it looked fun, so I left it in the list. We'll use Trace Bitmap to trace a photo.
Import your photo and make sure it's selected. I used a photo of our favorite editor and his lovely wife.
Now, choose Path > Trace Bitmap and you'll get a menu. Brightness cutoff 0.450 is default, so I left it there, then clicked OK. You might play with the settings if it's too dark or too light. I'm sure that it depends on the photo.
The generated vector drawing will be lying on top of the original photo, but you can grab it and move it. Here, I have moved it to the right of the original photo.

Of course, now that it's a vector drawing, you can do all sorts of different things to it if you wish, even changing the color.
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PCLinuxOS Family Member Spotlight: oulik.jan
As told to YouCanToo
What is your name/username?
oulik.jan
How old are you?
61
Are you married, single?
Single.
How about Kids, Grandkids (names and ages)?
No children.
Do you have pets, what is your favorite?
No pets anymore, favorite pets are dogs.
Are you retired, still working and if working, what do you do?
Still working, as a certification engineer (product safety).
Where do you call home? What is it like? IE: weather, scenery
Living in the Netherlands now. before that, I lived in South Africa. I miss South Africa too much, but it is not safe to live there anymore. Netherlands climate: at the moment quite warm, but often rainy, grey weather




Where did you go to school and what is your education level?
Netherlands, Bachelor level electronics.
What kind of things you like doing? hobbies, travel, fishing, camping?a
Love traveling. I collect antiques, like cooking, music, watching movies and other good things in life.
Why and when did you start using Linux?
I had a netbook which was running Windows XP. A friend at work told me about Linux, and I said no, not interested for a while. Then the netbook became too slow for words. It took seven to nine minutes just to boot, and there were update errors, etc. So I tried Lubuntu 13.04 on that netbook (as advised by my colleague at work) about June 2013.
Well, the same netbook booted in 45 seconds, I could not believe my eyes.
What specific equipment do you currently use with PCLinuxOS?
Two older laptops, one for home use, and one I take with me when I need to travel.
Do you feel that your use of Linux influences the reactions you receive from your computer peers or family? If so, how?
My father of 91 uses Linux as well. (Lubuntu) With Windows, he often picked up a virus or other malware, and he has been running Linux virus free since six years now. He is very happy with Lubuntu.
My brothers were in the beginning quite negative about my father using Lubuntu, but now they tend to be neutral about it.
I tried to convince some friends of mine to use Linux, but they perceive it to be too complicated and too different.
Only two friends of mine like it.
What would you like to see happen within PCLinuxOS that would make it a better place. What are your feelings?
I must say I like PCLinuxOS a lot. The only thing I sorely miss is a program like Mintstick. This program lets me format my USB sticks and SD cards exFAT, which is important for large SD cards and large USB sticks. This is one of the reasons why I still have to use Windows.
Another thing which I like a lot when I am using Xubuntu (which I still use on my entertainment system) is an automatic update/cleanup program. I use uCareSystem Core on the Xubuntu machine and it is wonderful. It is also in use on my father's machine. Yes, you can update with Synaptic package manager, but something like uCareSystem Core would probably make things easier for people to update their systems.
PCLinuxOS Family Member Spotlight is an exclusive, monthly column by YouCanToo, featuring PCLinuxOS forum member. This column will allow "the rest of us" to get to know our forum family members better, and will give those featured an opportunity to share their PCLinuxOS story with the rest of the world.
If you would like to be featured in PCLinuxOS Family Member Spotlight, please send a private message to youcantoo, parnote or Meemaw in the PCLinuxOS forum expressing your interest.




Accessing Special Unicode Characters, Made Easy
by Paul Arnote (parnote)
I know it has happened to you. You're typing along and all of a sudden you find yourself wanting to access a "special character," such as a copyright symbol, or the trademark symbol, or a different currency symbol.
Sure, for the copyright symbol, you could just use (c), but using the actual symbol -- © -- looks so much more polished. The same thing goes for the using the trademark symbol. (TM) doesn't look nearly as polished as the ™ symbol does. The same can be said for the (r) registered mark, where ® looks a lot more polished. Plus, why use three characters when one will do?
When it comes to currencies, there doesn't seem to be any real alternatives to using the British Pound symbol, the Euro symbol, or any other currency symbol, other than using the actual symbol. Of course, the computer you use should already have the currency symbol you need most often only a keystroke away, but that is often not the case when you are needing to use a currency symbol that isn't native to your area.
So, let's look at some different ways that you can more easily access these -- and any -- special characters.
LibreOffice Writer
If your writing tool of choice is LibreOffice Writer, you are in luck. The LibreOffice developers have made it especially easy for you to access and use special characters.
Go to the "Insert" menu, and select "Special Character..." from the list. It is about 2/3 of the way down the menu. Be sure to choose the font you are wanting to use in the font selection dropdown, since not all fonts may have the characters you are wanting to use.

Usually, all you have to do is scroll through the list to find the special character you want to use. Look carefully, since it's very easy to overlook it the first (or second) time through the list. Once you find it, and especially if it's a character you will want to use again and again, write the hexadecimal number for the character down on a cheat sheet you keep near your computer. I'll show you why a little later with a shortcut that might just save you a lot of time and trouble.
At the bottom of the dialog box is a line of "Favorite Characters." If the symbol you want to use isn't already in the list of favorites, the button in the image above that says "Remove from Favorites" will instead say "Add to Favorites." Clicking on that button will add that symbol to the "Favorite Characters" section. Similarly, you can remove characters from the list of favorites by simply selecting that character, and selecting the "Remove from Favorites" button.
So, LibreOffice makes it pretty simple to access special characters. But what if you're not using LibreOffice?
Use A Character Map
A character map is exactly what it sounds like: a map of all the characters that are available for a given or selected font. For GTK+ users, there's gucharmap. For KDE users, there's KCharSelect. They all work pretty much the same way, and are installable through Synaptic from the PCLinuxOS repository. Since I use Xfce, I have gucharmap installed.

When you find the character you want to use, double click it, then select the "Copy" button to copy it to the clipboard. Now, you can just paste the item into your document from the clipboard. The only drawback is that each time/session that you want to use the same special character, you will have to go back through the same routine of finding it, double clicking it, and then copying it to your clipboard. None of the character map programs (that I've found) allow you to save frequently used symbols to a special list, like with LibreOffice's special character tool.
Notice at the lower left corner of the window is the unicode code for the symbol. In the graphic above, we highlighted the ® character. Gucharmap tells me that the unicode code for the registered symbol is U+00AE. Again, and especially if this is a symbol you might be using rather frequently, write this code down on your cheat sheet that you keep near your computer.
RuneStorm
Our dear and departed friend Tara Rain left us a true gift. She wrote a little utility in GTK+ to specifically allow us to quickly access frequently used symbols. It is called RuneStorm. Unfortunately, at the time of this article, it is not currently in the PCLinuxOS repository. However, you can download the RPM from Tara's website, and install it manually on your computer.
To install it, open a terminal session and get a root prompt. Change directories to where you downloaded the RPM file. Then, type rpm -ivh runestorm-1.3-1.x86_64.rpm at the root prompt. Sit back and wait ... oh, maybe 10 seconds ... and RuneStorm will be installed on your computer. You'll find it listed in the Office section of your PCLinuxOS menu.


RuneStorm sits in your notification tray, and sports an icon that looks like the capital Greek Omega symbol ... Ω. Upon first launch, the only "Palette" that is available is the one labeled "Default," like in the image above. Left clicking your mouse on the RuneStorm icon will display a list of available characters, just like in the second image.
Right clicking your mouse on the RuneStorm icon will open a menu. Selecting "Preferences" will open the dialog box (third image) where you can customize the list that appears. You can also create new "Palettes," as I've done here by adding a "Currency" list. Just be sure to click on the "Save" button before you close the dialog box if you make any changes to the existing palette or add a new palette. If you don't, all your additions or changes will be lost when you hit the "Close" button.
Selecting "About" from the right click menu will display the About dialog box for RuneStorm.
To use it, simply left click your mouse on the RuneStorm icon, then select the special character you want to use. That character will then be copied to the clipboard. Just paste the character from your clipboard into your document. It's pretty simple!
Use The Keyboard
Ok. This is the reason I've been telling you to write down the codes that are displayed for the special characters on a cheat sheet you keep near your computer. Yes, you can enter these special codes from the keyboard, without having to use any other program to assist you.
Some of my friends from across the Atlantic talk about using the AltGR key combinations to access special characters. But they require you to basically memorize a special keystroke combination to access them. First, I find those keystroke combinations difficult to remember. Second, I sometimes find that they don't always work with my American keyboard layout. Or, maybe it's just me and my clumsy fingers.
Fortunately, there is another way that I think is much easier. Before I reveal it, let me preface it with a caveat. There are reports that this might not work in Qt applications, like are found on KDE. It does, however, work exceptionally well on GTK+ applications. I do not have a KDE installation to try this out on, so your mileage may vary.
Now, remember those codes I told you to write down? Position your cursor where you want the special character to appear. Then, hold down the Ctrl and Shift keys, press U, and then enter the four digit hexadecimal number for the character. So, for the copyright symbol, hold down the Ctrl+Shift keys, press U, and then 00A9. Keep the Ctrl+Shift keys held down the whole time while typing the U and the four digit hexadecimal code! When you release the Ctrl+Shift keys, you should see your special character appear in place of the code you typed.
If, for example, LibreOffice's tool told you that the code for the copyright symbol was A9, then pad it with zeros at the start to make a total of four digits. The hexadecimal number entered must be four digits long.
Below are some common codes to help get you started. Note that the "0's" are zeros, not the letter "O".
Once you get the hang of it, this is actually a very easy way to access those special characters. By keeping a cheat sheet near your computer, you make it super easy, especially for those special characters you find yourself frequently using. You can also look up a lot of them here or here.
And here's a bonus tip: you can use this method to create your additional custom palettes in RuneStorm. Just type the code in the dialog box in the text entry field, and you'll have quick access to those special characters through RuneStorm.
It's things like this that make me happy to be a Linux user. There are always multiple ways to get things done.


Mind Your Step, Part 2
by phorneker
This is the second installment of this new series. At the end of the last issue, I had discussed fake email addresses. This past month I collected a series of fake addresses used as the apparent sender of a series of fake emails.
Mail handler applications such as SpamAssassin determine what is a legitimate email and what is a fake email by examining the header information contained in the email.
There are two mechanisms that are used to be sure that what gets sent out from your email account really did come from your email account.
The first is the Sender Policy Framework, which is configured at the domain servers where your domain is hosted (such as GoDaddy).
The second is the DomainKeys Identified Mail standard (http://www.dkim.org) for authenticating the sender of emails. G-Mail already has this mechanism implemented.
So how does an email with a fake sender address get through in the first place?
The answer to that has to do with the Simple Mail Transport Protocol, or SMTP for short. SMTP was designed to get email sent out as quickly and as simply as possible. These days, that is exactly what is wrong with SMTP as a means of sending out emails, especially at a time when we have to worry about identity theft (and its long term consequences).

So, what goes on behind the scenes when an email is sent?
First, the email client connects to an outgoing SMTP server, then issues an EHLO command to get that server's attention.
The outgoing SMTP server then asks for the SMTP username and password. The email client responds appropriately.
It is here where the spoofing of the sender's email address is possible. The email client issues a MAIL FROM: sender identifier <email address> where sender identifier is the name associated with the email address enclosed in <>.
Next, the email client receives a 250 code meaning “all is well” for the outgoing SMTP server. Then, the email client issues a SEND TO: receiver identifier <email address> where the parameters are for the receiver instead of for the sender.
The main problem here is that the outgoing SMTP server does not check to see if either address is valid or even if either address is legitimate.
Hence, the aforementioned mechanisms, SPF and DKIM are necessary additions to the outgoing SMTP server so that the server can check for authentication of email addresses before the email can be accepted for delivery.
The other part of the problem is that the SMTP client is not necessarily going to be Thunderbird or Claws, or even a web browser. It could be a customized spam generation program written in C++, Java, Python or Ruby.
Email Spoofing vs Email Hacking
The fake sender email addresses I collected were the result of email spoofing. email spoofing is to electronic mail what robocalls are to landline and cellular phone service. The main goal of email spoofing could well be nothing more than to validate your email address to cybercriminals, or could be an attempt to gain vital information needed to steal money, or worse, your identity.
email hacking, however, is a much more serious problem. This means that a cybercriminal somehow gained full access to your email account. (If this happens, it is a good idea to at least change the password, or better yet, close the email account outright.)
This is one reason why everyone should change his/her password on all essential and valuable accounts often (such as your Google account) and make those passwords as difficult to guess as possible. Also, make sure that two factor authentication is enabled wherever and everywhere possible.
Hillary Clinton Sure Had The Right Idea...
So what do we do with emails containing spoofed email addresses (especially those in the Spam folder)? Delete them, of course. By deleting them, your email address will never be validated, no matter how often the spam machine is used....and if worse comes to worst, simply close the email account and open a new email account elsewhere. The cybercriminals will eventually get the message.
If You Must Close Your Email Account...
Before you decide to close your account, it is a very good idea to contact those people (and businesses) who legitimately have your email address and inform them of the change of email address.
Types Of Fake Email Addresses
The most common type of fake email address can be replicated with a simple function in Ruby.

I loved the one I got for cut rate automobile insurance, especially since the real giveaway here is the .cu domain, which happens to be the country of Cuba. Automobile insurance from Cuba sold in the US? I don't think so. How stupid do these people think we are? |

Firefox Task Manager: Find Your Resource Hog
by Paul Arnote (parnote)

It's happened to us all. We're cruising along using Firefox, have multiple tabs opened up, and then things slow to a crawl. Or, we install a new extension/add-on and find things running slower than normal. It is tempting to just close out Firefox and start over, but there is another choice that may be better.
Firefox has a built in task manager. It will show you exactly how much memory is being consumed by which tabs and which extensions, as well as its energy impact (or CPU cycles ... the higher the CPU cycles, the greater the energy impact). The latter is important to laptop users to help maximize battery life. To access it, you can click on the three line hamburger menu, then select "More ..." from that menu, and select "Task Manager" from the options. Alternatively, you can enter about:performance on Firefox's URL bar.
The task manager first made its debut in Firefox 64 last December.
If it's a tab that's slowing things down, position your mouse over the line that lists the tab that's slowing things down, as evidenced by the amount of memory and energy impact it shows. At the far right side of the window will be a large "X." Click on the "X" to close out that tab.
However, if it's an extension or add-on that's slowing things down, you can position your mouse over the item that's slowing things down. At the far right side of the window will be an arrow. Click on it to open up the Add-on Manager window, where you can disable or uninstall the offending extension or add-on.
If you work like I do, and you have many tabs opened up at any given time, the Firefox Task Manager is an important tool in your arsenal. As I'm writing this article, I have 12 tabs opened up, and have had as many as 20 tabs opened at various times. The tool makes it easy to find memory and energy hogs, and helps dispatch them to the digital netherworld. It sure beats just trying to guess which tabs and extensions/add-ons are guilty of causing the slowdown.

Repo Review: QPhotoRec
by CgBoy
QPhotoRec is a handy tool for recovering lost data from damaged or corrupted storage devices, or files you may have just accidentally deleted. Despite its name, QPhotoRec can recover many different kinds of files from FAT, NTFS, exFAT, ext2/ext3/ext4, ReiserFS, and HFS+ file systems.

QPhotoRec's user interface is relatively simple and well laid out. From the drop down menu near the top you can select a storage drive, and then below that you can choose which partition you want searched. You have to then select the appropriate file system type option. You can then set it to search the whole partition, or just the unallocated space (This option only recovers deleted files). The next step is to set where the recovered files will be saved to. For some reason, when I tried pressing Browse to change the output folder, it just gave me an io-slave error message (That was in KDE, it worked fine running in XFCE). But typing in the output location manually still works fine. After that, you can choose which file formats you want QPhotoRec to search for and try to recover.
Now just press Search and wait while it tries to find your lost files. Depending on the size of the storage drive, it can take quite a while, so just be patient. Any files that QPhotoRec has found will show up in a list on the screen, and will automatically be recovered and saved to the output folder. The recovered files will, however, have root ownership, so you'll probably want to change that afterwards.

One thing to keep in mind is that the original filenames and date stamps of the recovered files will most likely be lost. Of course, files can't be recovered if they've been overwritten, so the best way to insure that lost files are still recoverable is to not create or save any new data on the drive until you've fully recovered the lost files.
Summary
I was actually somewhat surprised at just how well QPhotoRec was able to recover some of my files that I had thought were long gone. Except for the file browser problem I mentioned earlier, I had no problems with QPhotoRec, and I would definitely recommend it.



ms_meme's Nook: Come Fly With Me To Linux Land
PCLinuxOS Recipe Corner Bonus:
Make Ahead Slow-Cooker Asian Peach Chicken Thighs
Make-Ahead Slow-Cooker Asian Peach Chicken Thighs
Ingredients:
To Freeze/Slow Cook
1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup soy sauce
2 tablespoons butter, melted
2 tablespoons chili garlic sauce
20 oz boneless skinless chicken thighs
1 bag (12 oz) frozen sliced peaches
To Serve
2 tablespoons cornstarch
2 tablespoons cold water
2 cups hot cooked white rice
1/2 cup sliced green onions
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro leaves
1/4 cup chopped roasted, salted cashews
1 lime, cut into wedges
Directions:
1. In labeled 1-gallon freezer bag, place honey, soy sauce, melted butter and chili garlic sauce; seal bag. Knead bag to mix well. Add chicken and frozen peaches; squeeze bag to thoroughly coat chicken and peaches in sauce. Lay flat, and freeze up to 3 months.
2. Thaw 12 to 24 hours in refrigerator, until completely thawed.
3. Pour contents of bag into 3 1/2- to 4-quart slow cooker. Cover and cook on Low heat setting 4 to 5 hours.
4. In a small bowl, beat cornstarch and cold water. Quickly stir into chicken mixture in slow cooker; cover. Increase heat to High heat setting; cook 5 to 10 minutes or until thickened.
5. Divide rice among 4 bowls. Divide chicken mixture among bowls of rice. Top with remaining ingredients.
Tips:
Sushi rice makes a great sticky side for this peachy dish, but any white rice will do.
Not crazy about cilantro? Try Thai or Italian basil instead.
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