
   
      
      
   


            Disclaimer

            
              	All the contents of the NEW
                  PCLinuxOS Magazine are only for general information and/or
                use. Such contents do not constitute advice and should not be
                relied upon in making (or refraining from making) any decision.
                Any specific advice or replies to queries in any part of the
                magazine is/are the personal opinion of such
                experts/consultants/persons and are not subscribed to by the NEW
                PCLinuxOS Magazine.

              	The information in the NEW PCLinuxOS Magazine is provided on
                an "AS IS" basis, and all warranties, expressed or implied of
                any kind, regarding any matter pertaining to any information,
                advice or replies are disclaimed and excluded.

              	The NEW PCLinuxOS Magazine and its associates shall not be
                liable, at any time for damages (including, without limitation,
                damages for loss of any kind) arising in contract, tort or
                otherwise from the use of or inability to use the magazine, or
                any of its contents, or from any action taken (or refrained from
                being taken) as a result of using the magazine or any such
                contents or for any failure of performance, error, omission,
                interruption, deletion, defect, delay in operation or
                transmission, computer virus, communications line failure, theft
                or destruction or unauthorised access to, alteration of, or use
                of information contained on the magazine.

              	No representations, warranties, or guarantees whatsoever are
                made as to the accuracy, adequacy, reliability, completeness,
                suitability, or applicability of the information to a particular
                situation.

              	Certain links on the magazine lead to resources located on
                servers maintained by third parties over whom the NEW PCLinuxOS
                Magazine has no control or connection, business or otherwise.
                These sites are external to the NEW PCLinuxOS Magazine and by
                visiting these, you are are doing so of your own accord and
                assume all responsibility for such action.

            

            Material Submitted by Users

            A majority of sections in the magazine contain materials
              submitted by users. The NEW PCLinuxOS Magazine accepts no
              responsibility for the content, accuracy, and conformity to
              applicable laws of such material.

            Entire Agreement

            These terms constitute the entire agreement between the parties
              with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes and
              replaces all prior or contemporaneous understandings or
              agreements, written or oral, regarding such subject matter.













 

Setting Up A Network File System (NFS)

            

            by
                youcantoo

            

            

            Requirements:

            

            We are going to assume that you have
                a fully updated version of PCLinuxOS installed and updated.

            In addition, you need the following
                files:

            

            unionfs-tools-1.4-1pclos2007

            nfs-utils-clients-1.2.3-3pclos2011

            nfs-utils-1.2.3-3pclos2011

            libnfsidmap0-0.23-2pclos2010

            

            You can check your system to see if
                the NFS files are already installed.

            

            Open a console window and enter the
                following command:

            

            rpm -qa | grep nfs

            

            If they are there, you should see
                something like this:

            

            [dwmoar@localhost ~]$ rpm -qa |
                grep nfs

            unionfs-tools-1.4-1pclos2007

            nfs-utils-clients-1.2.3-3pclos2011

            nfs-utils-1.2.3-3pclos2011

            libnfsidmap0-0.23-2pclos2010

            [dwmoar@localhost ~]$

            

            If you have the files already
                 installed, good. If not open Synaptic and install the missing
                files.

            

            

            Setting up NSF

            

            Open PCC (PCLinuxOS Control Center).

            

            Select "Network Sharing," and then
                select "Share Drives and Directories using NFS."

            

            

            

            

            

            

            Now we want to add the directory(s)
                we want to share, and with whom we want to share with. So click
                on "ADD," and you should see a window like this:

            

            

            

            Now add the directory that you are
                wanting to share. In my example, it is home/dwmoar/Pictures.

            

            

            

            Now click ok and you should see
                something like this.

            

            

            

            Now click "OK" again and you should
                be returned back to the main PCC screen.

            

            Select "Network and Internet” and
                then under others select "Hosts definitions"

            

            

            

            

            Now click on add. You should be
                greeted with the following dialog box.

            

            

            

            We need to add the ip address of each
                and every machine that you wish to share files with. In my case,
                I want to share with my laptop, so I would enter the following
                information.

            

            

            

            Enter your ip address and the alias
                name or domain of machine that you want to share information
                with. When you have entered the information, press OK. You will
                be returned to the Hosts Definitions screen. At the bottom of
                the list, you should see the new machine that you have added.

            

            NOTE: the
                above step MUST BE done
                for each and every machine that you want to share information
                with.

            

            

            

            When you have finished, add the
                machines you want, then press OK. You will then be back to the
                main PCC screen.

            

            Now select "Local Disks" and then
                select "Share your hard disk partitions"

            

            

            

            The screen will will show three
                options. We will use the default selection, "Allow all users."
                Click OK.

            

            You will now see the “Share your hard
                disk partitions” screen. Again, we will select the default.

            

            

            

            Once more, click OK. We will be
                returned to the main PCC screen.

            

            Once again, click on "Network
                Sharing," and this time select "Access NFS shared drives and
                directories.” You then will see the “Access NFS shared drive and
                directories" screen. At this point, it will be empty.

            

            

            

            Click on "Search servers" button. Be
                patient, as this might take a little time. When it has found all
                your NFS devices, it will display them, as in my example.

            

            

            

            You can see more information on your
                NFS device by clicking on the name or the ip address.

            

            

            

            You can specify where you want the
                NFS directory to be mounted on the local machine by clicking on
                the "Mount Point" button at the bottom of the window.

            

            

            

            In my case, I am going to select the
                default directory of "/mnt/Pictures"

            

            

            

            The NFS folder is not mounted yet. At
                this point, you must click the "Mount" button at the bottom of
                the screen. Note that the icon next to the mount point will
                change from a lightning bolt to a connected plug once mounted

            

            Once everything is to your liking,
                press the "Done" button at the bottom of the screen. If you want
                the NFS to be mounted automatically each time you start your
                machine, you will need to make sure that you save the
                information to the fstab. Click "YES."

            

            

            

            Once again, you will be returned to
                the main PCC screen. Now, click on the "Share drive and
                directories using NFS." If all goes well, you should see a
                dialog box saying "Starting the NFS-server," and after a few
                seconds, you should see something like this:

            

            

            

            Congratulations! You should now have
                a NFS share working on your system.

            

            As in my example the NFS share was
                set for the mount point "/mnt/Pictures". If I browse to the
                folder "/mnt/Pictures", I should see all my pictures[bookmark: cmnt_ref1][a].
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A Little WINE Is Good

            by
                Jared Steer (Jalbindi)

            

            

            A long
                time ago, on a computer far, far away, I used to use Windows XP.
                There, I said it. I’m not proud of the fact, and I really hate
                touching those computers. But, that’s life. Changing to Linux
                was a breath of fresh air for me. Personally, I don’t use
                Windows-based software much. There are a few programs I have to
                use which are only developed for Windows, and I can’t change
                that. However, what I can change is the way in which I use those
                programs. For some time, I would dual-boot, which kinda seemed
                ok. I mean, it really was just a make-do option, because I was
                afraid of what might happen to my computer if I were to get rid
                of Windows completely, and venture into the Linux realm where
                something might go wrong. And then what? No customer support for
                me there... Which, to be honest, I wouldn’t have used with
                Windows, anyway. So, I never understood why I was getting bent
                out of shape.

            

            I came
                across a piece of “Software”  during my ventures into Linux that
                had caught my interest. It is called WINE, an acronym for Wine Is Not an Emulator.
                At its core, it’s an API layer that enables a Windows
                environment to exist, self-contained within the Linux distro,
                without the user needing to install a full version of the
                Windows OS. It eliminates the need for installing  VMWare, or
                any other virtual machine software, such as VirtualBox or Qemu.
                To my surprise, some of the Windows software I initially ran on
                WINE worked pretty well, and without much trouble. Could this be
                the solution? Well, yes and no. At the time, I could run some
                things, but not others. WINE was at version 1.2 stable release
                and 1.3 development release. So I jumped onto the development
                bandwagon, rolled my sleeves up and decided to help as a Super
                Maintainer in the App Database (AppDB for short). And, there
                I’ve been ever since. Oh, and in case you’re wondering, I
                ditched Windows years ago, and have a fully fledged Linux
                all-in-one desktop system running PCLInuxOS!

            

            

            WINE
                in general

            

            As part
                of my commitment to help shape the world around me and convince
                people that Linux is the only choice for them. I try and help
                them to understand what WINE can and can’t do. WINE can run
                popular software. If you want to play World of Warcraft or
                Command and Conquer 3, then there’s a fairly good chance you can
                do that without much hitch. This, of course, all depends on the
                repositories you use. A lot of distros will always have the
                stable release version, (1.4 as of this date), which has come a
                long way from the 1.2 version I began with. (And don’t get me
                started about WINE on OSX, which is way behind the times).
                However, it won’t run everything.

            

            The
                software that is the most popular are PC video games and
                programs that use a lot of computer resources, such as CPU,
                memory and graphics rendering. MMORPGs
                are pretty popular, too. EVE Online and World of Warcraft are
                pretty popular games for people to play in WINE. If you want to
                venture into more DRM territory, Steam in WINE is also a stable
                running piece of software. For me, I try and avoid them. (Maybe
                not EVE, but who wouldn’t want to fly around in space!).

            

            To help
                you understand the various color charts that appear in the
                AppDB, I will help you by listing them. It is important for you
                to understand what they represent, because it gives you a good
                gauge on how far the development of that software is in WINE,
                and whether or not you should refrain from installing a program
                in WINE for a bit longer.

            

            

            Variety
                is the spice of WINE

            

            To help
                you understand the development of software, the AppDB has a
                series of designations which guide you into knowing how well it
                will work. These are:

            

            Platinum

            Platinum
                marked software means that when you install the software in
                WINE, it will work flawlessly out-of-the-box. Whatever you
                expect the software to do in Windows, it will do in WINE. These
                are the best to run because you know you’ll not have any
                problems either in the stable or development release.

            

            Gold

            Gold
                marked software means that you can install the software in WINE
                and it will work the way it is intended to, but you may have to
                configure WINE first. The configurations can vary. Sometimes
                it’s a simple thing like typing out a command for WINE to run
                the software in a certain way. Sometimes it’s a little more
                complex. The end result, if you follow the guidelines, should
                give you the desired output.

            

            Silver

            My
                favorite, when I’m in the mood, because it means I get to
                troubleshoot! Silver marked software means you can install the
                software, but there will be minor issues involved. Typically, in
                my experience, it can involve DLL files, pathway problems, or
                additional configuration. Maybe even configuration of WINE in
                regards to ALSA and graphics. A lot of users just want their
                software to run, and understandably so. Unfortunately, software
                in this category might not be so easy to develop. But it is
                getting there!

            

            Bronze

            My second
                favorite, because the software might install, but chances are it
                won’t render graphics properly, or won’t render fonts, or even
                render fonts in the right color. It might be missing a bunch of
                stuff that the program would normally need to work. The software
                might also run a lot slower than it ought to. (More on that
                later).

            

            Garbage

            Basically...
                it’s a trash program. The program won’t install, or it might
                install and not run properly, or it might not render anything.
                It may contain so many bugs it’s impossible to run it any way
                you want. Usually, bug reports are made to try and resolve these
                issues, because we don’t want software to be trash.  But,
                sometimes it might be a piece of software nobody has submitted
                into the AppDB.

            

            

            Word
                of Caution

            

            A few
                words of caution should be applied here. WINE will not run
                software with the same frames per second as it would natively on
                Windows. That’s because WINE isn’t Windows: it’s an API layer
                that allows Windows software to run. So if you’re after a fast
                paced First Person Shooter, you might find yourself moving
                slower than other players.

            

            WINE is
                also susceptible to malware. Remember, you are running Windows
                software. If it’s an .exe extension and it’s from a dodgy
                website, the chances are it’s a trojan or virus. That means you
                can infect WINE with it and cause untold problems for yourself.
                So my advice is, unless it’s from a website you absolutely know
                and trust, use physical mediums such as CDs or DVDs to install
                the software, because you can be relatively sure the software is
                free of such things.

            

            WINE also
                doesn’t work the same way in every distro. For example, a distro
                with lower security features might not find it difficult running
                certain software that would otherwise require a firewall. Other
                distros might have WINE pre-installed in such a way that it
                causes certain problems for software that should otherwise work
                ok. This is normal, and there are workarounds for it, which
                leads me to...

            

            

                WINE in PCLinuxOS

            

            As part
                of my tenure with the PCLinuxOS community I will be writing
                articles relating to the woes you have using WINE. The version
                of WINE in the PCLOS repository is the 1.4 stable release. I
                will work with that release to help troubleshoot some common
                problems you might face, and highlight some tips you can
                remember to arm yourself in using WINE. I will also highlight
                certain software on the AppDB that works flawlessly, that you
                might enjoy, and some of the risks with some of the software
                that is used in WINE.
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Welcome From The Chief Editor

            WOW! Where did 2012 go? It doesn’t
                seem all that long ago that we were welcoming in 2012. Now here
                we are already preparing for yet another holiday season. In
                keeping with tradition (well, tradition during my tenure as the
                magazine’s editor, at least), we once again deliver the annual
                holiday gift guide. This year, I provide 10 gift suggestions,
                Meemaw provides 10 more, and ms_meme jumps into the gift
                suggestion fray with six more of her own.

            

            

            

            Among all the hustling shoppers and
                busy schedules during this time of year, the words “peace on
                Earth” and “goodwill towards men” are often heard, uttered and
                bantered about. Maybe I’m a bit naive, coupled with a bit of an
                utopian view, but wouldn’t it be nice if we heard, uttered and
                bantered about these terms all throughout the rest of the year?
                Wouldn’t it be nice if we (meaning all of us) could make those
                words become reality throughout the year, every year?

            

            As of late 2011 (the latest figures I
                can find), there are 24 countries directly affected by ongoing
                wars, with over half (13, to be exact) affected by protracted
                wars of 10 years or more, and seven of those countries having
                experienced wars in excess of 30 years – and still counting. I’m
                sure for those living in these two dozen countries, the terms
                “peace on Earth” and “goodwill towards men” are just hollow
                words and a distant, dim dream.

            

            Fueled by the selfish and wanton
                desires of so-called “power barons” who want to impose their
                will and their beliefs on others, there will be no “peace on
                Earth” or “goodwill toward men” during this winter holiday
                season in at least those two dozen countries. I cannot
                understand the intense desire some people have to rule over
                those who are weaker. I cannot understand why some feel the need
                to limit and oppress their people.

            

            I can easily imagine a world without
                wars, a world without oppression. I can easily imagine a world
                where freedom reigns – freedom of thought, freedom of movement,
                freedom of association, freedom to express one’s own mind,
                freedom to learn, freedom for each individual to live their
                lives harmoniously. Just like the John Lennon song, “Imagine,” I
                can imagine all these things, as well as the things expressed in
                the song.

            

            So, for this holiday season, I’d like
                to wish each and every one of you not only peace, prosperity,
                happiness and serenity … but also freedom. If each of us works
                towards achieving that naive, utopian dream in our own little
                corner of the world, who knows what may happen. It may even
                catch on and spread out of control. We should be so lucky. Happy
                holidays!
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2012 Annual Holiday Gift Guide:
              ms_meme's Picks
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Festive Foibler: YouCanToo
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Windows Migration: Download, Verify,
              and Create A LiveCD or USB

            

             

            by
                Antonis Komis (agmg)

            

            

            Introduction

            

            So,
                you’ve decided to take a step away from Windows and explore the
                world of Linux, and more specifically, PCLinuxOS.
                You couldn’t
                find a better distribution to do that with. PCLinuxOS is a
                rolling Linux release, well-known for its quality and stability
                supported by one of the friendliest (if not the friendliest)
                forums around. Whether you are a novice, intermediate or
                advanced Windows user, one thing is sure: you are facing
                something that you have never seen before. A new environment, a
                new philosophy, a new way of doing things, a new way of life.
                Not everyone takes to the change in the same way, but don’t
                worry: we have prepared a series of articles that will help you
                find your way around. In this specific article, you will find
                how to get PCLinuxOS and prepare an installation medium (CD, DVD
                or USB), to try it (yes, you can do that) and, if you like it,
                install it on your hard disk.

            

            If you
                want to know more about PCLinuxOS or need further help, you can
                visit the PCLinuxOS
                Knowledge
                Base (http://www.pclinuxoshelp.com), or
                become a member of the PCLinuxOS forum (http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum), where
                you will always find people willing to help you with every
                problem or question you may have.

            

            Enough
                with the introductory stuff. Let’s begin
                our journey.

            

            

            Choosing
                the right version for you

            

            The main
                difference between the various PCLinuxOS editions is the Desktop
                Environment (or DE) they use and the applications that are
                installed by default. Simply put, the DE is the Graphical User
                Interface of your system, and it typically consists of windows,
                icons, panels, toolbars, wallpapers and desktop widgets. It’s like
                the Desktop you are using in Windows. It
                gives you the ability to interact with your computer using
                concepts which are similar to those used in the physical world,
                such as buttons and windows. Most Desktop Environments include a
                set of integrated applications and utilities to give you a more
                complete graphical experience. Unlike Windows, there are many
                Desktop Environments that you can choose from, depending on your
                personal needs and tastes and/or your computer capabilities. We
                will talk about Desktop Environments with more detail in a
                separate article,
                but here is a quick reference for your convenience:

            

            KDE
                Edition: This is
                the standard edition of PCLinuxOS. It is
                based on the KDE platform (www.kde.org), which
                consists of the desktop environment (Plasma Desktop – with
                different versions for desktops, netbooks or tablets) and a
                suite of applications based on that platform that integrate to
                the desktop environment and can literally cover every user's
                needs.

            

            

            The
                default KDE desktop environment.

            

            LXDE
                Edition: This is a
                community release using LXDE (www.lxde.org). The
                "Lightweight X11 Desktop Environment (LXDE)" is an extremely
                fast-performing and energy-saving desktop environment. It is the
                perfect choice for computers with low hardware specifications,
                such as older computers or netbooks, but it
                also runs lightning-fast on more modern ones.

            

            

            The
                default LXDE desktop environment.

            

            Xfce
                Edition: This is
                also a community release based on Xfce (xfce.org). It
                aims to be fast and low on system resources, while still being
                visually appealing and user friendly.

            

            

            The
                default Xfce desktop environment.

            

            Full
                Monty Edition: Another community
                release which
                is based
                on the standard KDE edition of PCLinuxOS but sports a special
                desktop layout and many drivers and applications pre-installed. Full
                Monty applies a new concept: an activity-focused virtual desktop
                layout, which is designed to address a typical user’s
                needs/tasks and make working on the computer straightforward and
                fun. You can find more info on Full Monty here.

            

            

            

            The Full
                Monty with activity-oriented desktops.

            

            There are
                also mini editions of PCLinuxOS (with
                the name “MiniMe”) that are not recommended for new Linux users.
                These are editions that contain only the core
                system and some basic applications so a power user can customize
                them the way he/she prefers.

            

            

            Ways
                to get PCLinuxOS

            

            There are
                two ways to get PCLinuxOS:

            

            1.
                Download from the Internet.

            

            2. Order a
                CD/DVD/USB.

            

            We’ll only
                cover the first option in-depth, here. Ordering a CD/DVD/USB is
                usually preferred by users that have a slow or no Internet connection
                at all, or who want to have PCLinuxOS on a
                professionally created medium. This option costs a small amount
                of money and is slower, as it takes some time to get the medium
                shipped to you. If you are interested in this method, you can
                visit www.osdisc.com for more
                information.

            

            The main
                source for downloading the latest PCLinuxOS releases is our
                official website: www.pclinuxos.com

            

            You just
                select “Get PCLinuxOS” and you will be provided with two
                options.

            

            - The
                first option is to select the version of PCLinuxOS you prefer.

            

            - The
                second option is to select whether you want to download via the
                Web (using either the FTP or HTTP protocol) or by using a
                BitTorrent client.

            

            

            Downloading
                from the web (via FTP/HTTP)

            

            If you
                choose to download from the web, you can use the main PCLinuxOS
                server, or choose from a list of alternative mirrors for better
                speed.

            

            There are
                two files for each version of PCLinuxOS: the ISO file and the
                md5sum file. You will
                need both. The ISO file will be used to create the medium from
                which you will try
                or install PCLinuxOS. The md5sum file will be used to check the
                integrity of the ISO file you have
                downloaded to avoid creating a defective medium. You don’t have
                to download it, you only need its contents, which can be copied
                directly from the website.

            

            

            Downloading
                using the BitTorrent protocol

            

            BitTorrent
                provides a fast way of downloading large files by sharing
                bandwidth. You will need a BitTorrent client to download a
                torrent file. If you are new to BitTorrent, here's a very nice beginner's guide.

            

            Advantages

            

            * You
                don't have to check your download after downloading.

            *
                BitTorrent can continue from a broken download (i.e., resume
                where it left off).

            * Allows
                slower or intermittent downloads (such as users on dial-up) to
                do it over many days, or even weeks.

            * You
                help take away the cost of providing download mirrors.

            Disadvantages

            * You
                have to configure your firewall to work properly.

            *
                Download speeds are sometimes slower than downloading from the
                mirrors.

            

            

            Verify
                your download

            

            When you
                have finished downloading from the web, you should take an extra
                step to verify the file you have downloaded before creating a
                CD, DVD or USB. By doing this, you will ensure that the medium
                you will create is not defective, and that it will not lead to a
                corrupted installation of PCLinuxOS.

            

            A very
                nice and free Windows utility for checking md5 hashes with an
                easy to use interface is WinMD5. You can
                download it from its official website: http://www.winmd5.com

            

            You just
                select the ISO file you need to verify. The program scans it and
                displays the current Md5 checksum value. Then, you need the
                contents of the md5sum file corresponding to the version you
                downloaded. Just click on its link and you will go to a new page
                containing something similar to this:

            

            1eeb3575bb9bf23b0be675b47337a841
                 pclinuxos-kde-2012.08.iso

            

            Copy the
                first part of this line and paste it inside the program (as the
                original file MD5 checksum value) and click “Verify”. If
                everything is fine, you should get a message that the values
                matched. You are good to go!

             

            

            

            

            Create
                the installation medium

            

            Now that
                you have verified the downloaded ISO, you can proceed with
                creating the medium from which you will try or install PCLinuxOS.

            

            You can
                use an optical medium (CD or DVD – depending on the
                edition of PCLinuxOS) or a
                USB flash drive.

            

            

            Burning
                the ISO to a CD or DVD

            

            If you
                are using Windows 7, then you don’t need any additional program
                to burn the ISO file to a disk, because Windows 7 natively
                supports this function. You just right-click on the file and
                select “Burn disc image” from the menu.

            

            

            

            If you
                are using a Windows version older than Windows 7 (or you don’t
                like the built-in function), you can find many free programs
                that can be used for this purpose.

            

            The most
                well known is ISO
                Recorder,
                which can be downloaded here:

            http://alexfeinman.com/isorecorder.htm

            

            Another
                well known program is ImgBurn.

            http://www.imgburn.com/

            

            Of
                course, you may already be using your own disk burning software
                (commercial or free), so you will decide what is best for you.
                Regardless of the program you are going to use, you should
                remember some simple tips:

            

            * Always
                use quality, brand name disks.

            

            * Always
                use the lowest possible writing speed.

            

            * Always
                verify the disk you have created.

            

            

            Creating
                a bootable USB

            

            The best
                way – and probably the easiest way – to create a bootable USB
                under Windows is to use UNetbootin.

            

            You will
                find it at its official website: http://unetbootin.sourceforge.net/

            

            In this
                page you will also find a very helpful visual guide on how to
                use UNetbootin.

            

            There are
                also two other nice utilities for creating a bootable USB
                available on www.pendrivelinux.com

            

            The first
                one is called Universal USB
                  Installer,
                and has similar function as UNetbootin mentioned earlier.

            

            The
                second one is called YUMI and has
                a unique function: it can create a bootable USB containing more
                than one Linux distribution. You can use this utility to create
                a multiboot USB that has all the flavors of PCLinuxOS, boot from
                it, try them all, and decide which one is best for you.

            

            Using a
                USB instead of CD or DVD has many advantages:

            

            * A USB
                drive is usually faster than a CD or a DVD.

            

            * They
                can be erased and used again (i.e. to try another flavor of
                PCLinuxOS).

            

            * You can
                have many different Linux distributions in one single USB drive.

            

            NOTE: You
                have to make sure that you computer is able to boot from a USB
                before selecting this method. Most modern desktops and laptops
                offer this function, but if your computer is older, you should
                consult your manufacturer’s manual (if it is a branded desktop
                or a laptop) or your motherboard’s manual (if it is a custom
                built computer) to see if booting from USB is supported.

            

            

            How
                to boot your computer from a CD/DVD/USB.

            

            To make
                your computer boot from removable media (CD/DVD/USB), you have
                to change the boot order from your BIOS. BIOS
                (Basic Input Output System) is software stored in a small chip
                inside your motherboard. BIOS instructs the computer on how to
                perform a number of basic functions such as booting
                and keyboard control, and is also used to identify and configure
                the hardware in a computer, such as the hard drive(s), CPU,
                memory, etc.

            

            When you
                turn on your computer, you see a screen similar to the one below
                during POST (abbreviated
                as POST, the Power On Self Test is the initial set of diagnostic
                tests performed by the computer when powered on):

            

            

            

            If you
                hit the DEL key, you
                will enter the BIOS setup utility (this key may be different,
                depending on your BIOS manufacturer).

            

            You need
                to change the boot order and set the CD/DVD or USB first, so the
                computer will boot from it. Since every BIOS setup utility is
                different, the specifics on where the boot options may be
                located is different but you should look for items with names
                like Boot
                Options, Boot Order, Boot etc.
                Depending on the BIOS, you may have to look in sections such as
              Advanced
                BIOS Options or
                Other
                Options.
                Additionally, some computers (mostly laptops) have a special key
                (usually F12) which you can press just after POST to change the
                boot sequence without changing settings in the BIOS setup
                utility. This is what it should look like:

            

            

            

            

            You
                select the correct device, save your settings and reboot your
                computer. When the computer reboots it will boot from the device
                you have selected.
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Mark's Quick Gimp Tip & Double
              Take
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            [image: ]

             Find the answers here
            

            

            

            Mark Szorady is a nationally
                  syndicated cartoonist with georgetoon.com.
                  

                  He blogs at georgetoon.com/blog.
                  

                  Email Mark at georgetoon@gmail.com.
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Getting People To Understand The
              Importance Of Freedom Over Convenience: Why Is It So Hard?

             

            
              by
                  Kevin Keijzer

              

                

              

              

              I
                  visited something one may call a family reunion today. Even
                  though those
                  who know me are likely aware of the fact that something like
                  that is not really my style. I have nothing against the people
                  personally, so I did my best to be friendly and polite, have
                  some general conversations, and possibly end up getting one or
                  two people interested in leaving the proprietary computing
                  ecosystem and become liberated by GNU/Linux and other free
                  software.

              

              The
                  usual people with whom I have such conversations about the
                  importance of free software, (and more importantly, digital
                  freedom) do not know very much about the subject, but are
                  usually surprisingly willing to listen to what I have to say.
                  Although I've come to believe that the reason for them doing
                  so is more likely due to the fact is that I offer to bring new
                  life to their old computers free of charge, rather than being
                  honestly interested in the potential dangers I try to protect
                  them from. I don't think I'll ever know their true intentions,
                  and I try not to think about it that much; merely to avoid another major
                  disappointment in my life.

              

              Regardless,
                  today I was talking with a relative who does know
                  what he is talking about, and perhaps (or even most likely)
                  knows more about computer-related subjects than I do. But
                  sadly, it did not take very long for me to find out that even
                  though he was well informed about the subject - and wasn't too
                  shy about letting me know about that either - he still
                  reasoned like an average computer user. He told me that he
                  just couldn't care less about how content
                  is presented to him, as long as it "just works". (And we all
                  know that slogan, don't we?)

              

              Even
                  though American corporations like Microsoft and Apple will
                  have full control over everything we do
                  with our (not so very) "personal" computers, and are able to
                  spy on us, steal our personal data, apply censorship to the
                  applications we are
                  allowed to run,
                  add DRM to media content, and lock us into proprietary file
                  formats, it was considered all right by him, as long as
                  working with his computer would take as little effort as
                  possible. So, basically, someone "smarter" than me is still
                  part of the everyday ''OMG
                  this Silverlight movie doesn't work, so GNU/Linux sucks'' crowd.
                  As you can probably imagine, it was one of the most depressing
                  thoughts I had in a long time, finding out that respect for
                  two of the companies in ICT I consider to be the most evil of
                  all time, is even present in this group of users.

              

              Even
                  though he acknowledged some of my very valid reasons to avoid
                  proprietary software like the plague, he still did not
                  consider them to outweigh the convenience of 'not worrying
                  about anything' that proprietary operating systems have to
                  offer. What I would really like to know is why people find
                  convenience and making as little effort as possible so much
                  more important than their own freedom and safety? Why would
                  someone put their privacy and right to control something they
                own on the
                  line, just so they don't have to think as
                  much? I mean, I would really not feel comfortable running some
                  kind of executable on my machine with root privileges, without
                  having at least have some clue of what it does. Even though
                  I'm not the most talented programmer out there, I can tell
                  whenever something really isn't right. And I trust the social
                  contract that free software has to offer, that other people
                  will warn those who can make a difference, (such as the
                  repository package maintainers), that something in the source
                  code really needs review. Proprietary software offers no such
                  possibility, (other than reverse engineering for years), and
                  is therefore, in my opinion, defective by design, as the Free
                  Software Foundation so accurately describes DRM; one of my
                  other nightmares.

              

              Anyway,
                  back to what I was saying: I find the lack of personal control
                  over pretty much everything we do to be disturbing. I simply
                  do not understand why people don't want to at least try to
                  have as much control as possible over the things they have to
                  deal with in everyday life. I just don't see how someone can
                  be comfortable with CEOs of huge overseas corporations
                  deciding what we may or may not do with our own property. Why
                  would you be fine with the FBI breaking into your house if you
                  copy a DVD that you own for
                  personal use, or install different software on a gaming
                  console that you paid
                  money for?
                  I don't see why anyone in their right mind would agree to an
                  end-user license agreement that explicitly states that even
                  though you went to the store and purchased something,
                  you are still not allowed to do anything the
                  vendor doesn't want you to. Why would you agree that some
                  software vendor is allowed to remove any feature they want to
                  see disappear, even though you may rely on it, and even though
                  you possibly even paid money for it? (Don't make me bring up
                  the PlayStation 3 Other OS function.)

              

              Giving
                  up the ability to control any part of your life, particularly
                  computers and other internet devices, which are an
                  ever-increasing part of everyday life, feels both incredibly
                  stupid and also seriously dangerous to me. A man named George
                  Orwell wrote a book about what
                  could result
                  from that, in case things go really bad.
                  It might be worth a read sometime.

              

              To me,
                  a computer is not just a tool
                  that makes my life easier. It's also a potentially harmful
                  factor for my personal life, my privacy and even my safety, if
                  I don't use it with care. It may take a bit more time to run
                  as much free software as possible, (even though the generally
                  made assumptions are blown completely out of proportion), but
                  it does seem worth the effort if I can prevent all kinds of
                  bad things from happening. Why would I stand back and hope for
                  the best? Why would I just wait until something came to bite
                  me in the neck big time, and not just do something about it?
                  The only reasons that I can think of are that I wouldn't be
                  aware of all the things I just said, or that I wasn't capable
                  of changing them myself. And that's my exact point here: for
                  the guy I'm referring to, neither was
                  the case. He both knew about all of this, and was
                  most likely capable of freeing himself from it, but he still chose
                  not to, because it would take some of his time, his effort,
                  and his ability to view Silverlight movies.

              

              I'm not
                  judging him, I'm not saying he's stupid, and I really think
                  that everyone has every right to do whatever they please. But
                  I do think that it's a shame. I feel like he's letting himself
                  down. I mean, if you really know a lot about a certain
                  subject, and you like doing it, whatever it may be, why
                  wouldn't you try everything you can to help it move forward
                  and keep it safe, clean, and accessible for everyone? Why
                  wouldn't you stand up and join the idealists and make a
                  change, rather than be part of the general population which
                  just does as ordered, and never gets anywhere? Why would you
                  choose your own convenience over doing the right thing, and
                  making the world a better place?

              

              I just
                  honestly believe that the world would be a better place
                  without proprietary software. In my opinion, commercial
                  ownership of non-tangible things has a negative impact on
                  every aspect it touches. It holds back innovation; it
                  threatens fair competition; it drives up the prices; it
                  decreases the development rate, the safety, the flexibility,
                  the efficiency and the overall quality.

              

              I just
                  don't think that viewing things from the commercial side is always the
                  best thing to do. Of course, Microsoft and Apple have become
                  filthy rich by what they've done, but have they done right? Have
                  they created products that have helped humanity move forward?
                  Maybe, but at what cost? How safe are we now compared to 40
                  years ago? How much control do we have over our lives compared
                  to 40 years ago? Those things have only become much worse, as
                  many things have become completely dependent on computers
                  nowadays. Almost everybody is forced to use Microsoft Windows
                  at work, for instance, no matter how badly they try to avoid
                  it. I have to jump through quite a few hoops in order to stay
                  completely free of Microsoft and Apple products. But, to me
                  that's worth it, because I really believe that doing business
                  with them is very harmful to myself, my family, and the
                  computer technology in general. Any penny given to either one
                  of those companies is one too many.

              

              Then
                  again, I don't think that I should be having to do all this.
                  And if more people would agree with me and act upon it, none
                  of us would. But unless more people stand up for their rights,
                  things will never change. And that's what bothers me the most.
                  What have we become? Why are we all such sheep nowadays?
                  People used to protest against everything; universal suffrage,
                  women’s rights, gay rights, abortion, the Vietnam war, nuclear
                  plants, you name it. But now, on a subject that involves and
                  threatens billions of people, we do nothing. No
                  one seems to care. No one seems to even think about it. No one
                  even takes the time.﻿

              

              Kevin
                    Keijzer is
                  a free software advocate and GNU/Linux user who lives in
                  Ridderkerk, Netherlands. His stated goal is to persuade as
                  many people as possible into ditching their proprietary
                  software, in favor of free and open source software. You can
                  frequently find posts expressing his advocacy on Google
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Graphics Tutorials: Gimp, Part 6

            

             

            by
              Meemaw
                


            

            

            Sometimes
                you take what you think is the perfect photo, but then you’ll
                see that if just one little item wasn’t there, the photo would
                be even better. But, how do you remove an item from a photo?

             

            Removing
                unwanted objects from your photo may seem a little daunting, but
                the following method was fairly easy for me. My vacation last
                summer was riding 4-wheelers in Colorado. We went to one town
                called St. Elmo. The old buildings were beautiful, but one photo
                had a traffic sign I wanted to remove. I thought my photo would
                look much better without it, so I decided to edit it out of this
                photo rather than cropping it out because I wanted the road in
                the photo. We are going to do that using the Clone Tool.

            

            Start
                by opening the image you want to change. You should always
                make a copy of your original photo and edit the copy, or at
                least create a copy of your background layer by right clicking
                on the background in your Layers Panel and selecting
                “Duplicate”.

            

            

            

            Choose
                the Clone tool stamp from the Tools Panel. In the brushes area,
                choosing a bigger brush will clone a bigger area. Hold down
                <CTRL> with the Clone Tool selected, and click anywhere in
                your image to sample that area. I clicked on the trees just to
                the side of the sign I want to cover in order to make the result
                blend in with the background. A plus sign will appear in your
                area, meaning that you have a “sample area” to use. Feel free to
                zoom in as necessary on the area you are editing, in order to do
                a better job.

            

            

            

            Now,
                paint carefully over the item you want to delete. The sample
                area you grabbed with the clone tool should cover up that item.
                When you paint, your sample area indicator moves with your
                cursor and the area you want to change should be painted with
                the sample area. You should make short strokes and proceed
                carefully to get the desired effect.

            

            

            

            You
                can change your brush size and hardness by right-clicking in
                your image. If the sample area doesn’t match the area around one
                of the items you want to remove, you can always choose another
                in the same manner. In this photo I had to choose three
                different samples: one for the background behind the sign, one
                for the vegetation behind the top of the post, and one for the
                part of the road behind the bottom of the post. You can see now
                that the picture looks better without the sign in it.

            

            

            

            While
                this was a minor change, many photos can be “cleaned up” in this
                manner. In the second of the two photos below, I removed the
                electric line above and transformer to the left of the building.

            

            

            

            

            

            

            What a
                great tool! With a little practice, you’ll find yourself
                removing unwanted elements from your images in no time, too.
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